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October/November/December 2007 Going Fourth

Encouraging and Inspiring the Members of the Mid-Michigan Emmaus and
Chrysalis Communities to “Go Forth” on Their Fourth Day

October/November/December 2007 www.midmichiganemmaus.com

Gatherings and HootsGatherings and HootsGatherings and HootsGatherings and HootsGatherings and Hoots
For more gathering information
contact Karen Emery (989-728-
6087 or klemery@centurytel.net).
• Saturday, November 3—

Gladwin First UMC at 4:00 p.m.
• Friday, December 7—Christmas

potluck/celebration at Sanford
UMC at 6:00 p.m.

For information about Chrysalis
hoots, contact Bethany Juen
(BBGal622@yahoo.com) or Janelle
Brown (goingbananas
0713@yahoo.com).

WWWWWelcome and God Bless!elcome and God Bless!elcome and God Bless!elcome and God Bless!elcome and God Bless!
Please extend a warm welcome to

these new pilgrims from the recent
walks at Caro UMC. Keep them in
your prayers, and if one or more of
them live near you, consider inviting
them to attend your reunion group or
other Emmaus activities.

Men from MME Walk #43Men from MME Walk #43Men from MME Walk #43Men from MME Walk #43Men from MME Walk #43
• Jeremy Dral, Snover
• Todd Franzel, Marlette
• Perry Goldy, West Branch
• Carl Hart, Saginaw
• John Holland, Weidman
• Mike Hollenbeck, Marlette

• Charles Houghtaling, Bay City
• Mark Kelley, St. Charles
• Brent Kelly, Kingston
• Loren Kelly, Kingston
• Mark Matthews, West Branch
• Mike Mier, Prescott
• Ken Moore, Millington
• Gary Opperman, Vassar
• Derrick Pinnix, Decker
• Don Potter, Marlette
• Guy Savin, Hale
• Jerry Smith, Caro
• Paul Wayrynen, Brockway
• Rick Weeks, Belding
• Steve Young, Fairgrove

Women from MME Walk #44Women from MME Walk #44Women from MME Walk #44Women from MME Walk #44Women from MME Walk #44
• Yvette Bates, Roscommon
• Chris Bell, Marlette
• Pam Brackrog, Gladwin
• Dawn Brookes, Roscommon
• Dianne Duran, Big Rapids
• Kay Fay, Au Gres
• Angie Franzel, Marlette
• Lyn Frazier, Midland
• Lynne Goldy, West Branch
• Pam Gonder, Fairgrove
• Lauri Goodreau, Roscommon
• Michelle Hart, Saginaw
• Diane Hayes, Caro
• Heather Hiltz, Almont
• Jean Holland, Weidman
• Joyce Hollenbeck, Marlette
• Michelle Homakie, Cass City
• Terri Horning, Hope
• Karen Houghtaling, Bay City
• Linda Kelly, Kingston
• Melissa Kelly, Kingston
• Debi Kinch, Gladwin
• Katie LaBonte, Higgins Lake
• Tamra Matthews, West Branch
• Brenda Maust, Pigeon
• Joyce Mellish, Sears
• Bonnie Moore, Millington
• Susan Neitzke, Breckenridge
• Cheryl Obertein, Clifford
• Sherryl Potter, Marlette
• Kelly Thompson, Roscommon
• Susan Warr, Au Gres
• Doreen Wayrynen, Brockway

WINTER  BLAST 2008
January 12, 2008 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

W. Michigan Ave. UMC in Saginaw

“One Huge Mid-Michigan Emmaus Event!”

Combining a great community training day
with fellowship, worship, communion, and food.

Workshops will include:
Sponsorship: providing insight to that “most important job there is.” Learn the

dos and don’ts of sponsorship in this fun, informative session.
Jam session: for those who have that guitar in the back of the closet. Or if you

just want to get together and work on some music so that you can give the
“agape” gift of music either at candlelight or as a music leader on an Emmaus
Walk or Chrysalis Flight. You will take home music and chords and have a lot
of fun. Bring your guitar or other instrument and join us.

By the Book: learn about the Emmaus “model” you keep hearing about. Learn
the hows and whys of doing a Walk to Emmaus. Get the background story on
why we do things in a certain way and gain a new appreciation for all that
goes into putting together a walk.

Agape: so what is that all about? It’s much more than little gifts and letters.
Come get the inside story and learn how you can make agape all that it was in-
tended it to be.

Surviving Serving: whether you want to serve on a walk or flight or have served
on many, this will be a great session on how to survive the weekend. Share
with others your serving experiences, and if you want to serve get the inside
story on how to survive. Volunteer information forms will be available to let
team selection know you are willing.

Mark your calendar and plan on spending the day with your Emmaus Commu-
nity. More information to sign up for sessions and to RSVP for lunch will be in
the mail and on the web soon.
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Will MMC Have Another Boys’ Flight?Will MMC Have Another Boys’ Flight?Will MMC Have Another Boys’ Flight?Will MMC Have Another Boys’ Flight?Will MMC Have Another Boys’ Flight?
“Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.” —Philippians 4:6–7

Prayer, along with Christ, is the
foundation for what we do in the

Mid-Michigan Emmaus/Chrysalis
community. Over the past 6 to 8
months, Mid-Michigan Chrysalis has
been struggling with this question:
“Should we still have a Mid-Michigan
Chrysalis movement?” We have been
in deep prayer and have asked the
community to be in prayer for Chrysa-
lis. In addition, we have been in com-
munication with the Mid-Michigan
Emmaus board of directors, The Up-
per Room in Nashville (sponsor of all
Chrysalis and Emmaus activities), and
other communities in Michigan. We
are trying to decide our next steps for
having a successful Chrysalis move-
ment. Many ideas and suggestions
have been shared, discussed, and
prayed over.

As a board, we have felt Christ’s
nudging for something different. We
don’t feel he is telling us to give up on
this movement, though. We feel a
guiding hand for change.

With that guiding hand, we are
making some changes. They will af-
fect the board, youth, and community.
We need help from the Mid-Michigan
Emmaus/Chrysalis community for
those changes to take place. We are
one community; we are one family.
Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis cater
to separate participants, but we need
to work as one community, at both the
adult and youth levels, to have the
success that is Christ’s will.

The biggest change is that we have
cancelled our boy’s flight for the win-
ter. Other changes are being consid-
ered. We don’t know if we will have
any boys’ flights in the future. We cur-
rently plan to have a girls’ flight in the
winter. But the girls’ side of Chrysalis
is also in some danger. We had to can-
cel the summer girls’ flight because
only three girls registered.

The reason we cancelled the winter
boy’s flight is simple. We do not have
enough young men who are willing
and able to serve, and who qualify to
serve in the youth positions on a team.
We have cancelled recent boys’ flights
because not enough young men regis-
tered. This situation was made worse
because more of our recent butterflies
were older boys, who are now too old
to serve in a youth role on the team.
We only have (at the longest) a 4-year
window of opportunity for
youth to serve in youth
roles. If they are on the “old”
side when they take their
flight we have even less time
to have them serve as a
youth. Youth can only serve
in a youth role in the confer-
ence room until they are 21.

We are praying that God
will turn this bad situation
to “good.” We are praying that God
will use the cancellation of the boy’s
flight to strengthen Chrysalis. How
can that be? We have been in contact
with Chrysalis leaders of Emmaus of
Southeast Michigan (ESEM). They
have agreed to let us send some boys
to their flights to help us rebuild. This
is a God thing. Just read the following
God-incidents! The ESEM boys’ flight
is the same weekend as our boys’
flight would have been. Also, it is be-
ing held in Clio, which is not far from
Caro, where our flights were going to
be held. How awesome is God’s timing
and guiding hand! The boys’ flight
will be on March 6–9, 2008, at
Bethany UMC. We will share more
when we are able to get registration
forms.

God has revealed some areas where
we need to grow, as well as some areas
where we need to continue. We need
help to execute these changes, espe-
cially from the Mid-Michigan
Emmaus community.

What can you as a member of the
Emmaus/Chrysalis community do?
We need willing servants to serve on
flights. We need adults to step up and
sponsor youth on flights. (It may seem
that youth should be sponsoring
youth to attend Chrysalis flights.

While that is true, existing butterflies
cannot be our only sponsors. Just as a
youth who makes a Chrysalis flight
very soon is too old to serve on team in
a youth role, a youth who makes a
Chrysalis flight very soon will be in an
environment where he or she will no
longer be in contact with youth of the
age to which Chrysalis is geared. We
cannot expect Chrysalis youth to do
all the critical service of sponsoring
youths for the Chrysalis flights.) One

sponsorship opportunity is
that six boys are needed to
attend the boys’ flight in
Clio [preferably boys who,
in time are willing to serve
others] and six more boys
will be needed to attend
next year’s ESEM Chrysalis
boys’ flight. Then we could
look at a boys’ flight in late
2009.

We are renewing our efforts to
share Chrysalis within the church
body by visiting churches and youth
groups. This is where God is strongly
guiding us. If you know of churches or
youth groups to visit, please share
them with our board members. They
would love to visit. Talk to the youth
who have attended a Chrysalis flight
and ask them what they got out of it.
Ask them why Chrysalis needs to be a
vital part of the Mid-Michigan com-
munity.

We also ask for patience in the
changes that come. We ask for your
support. Without the support of the
Mid-Michigan community, we have
no Chrysalis movement. Lastly, we
ask—as we started—for prayer. If
prayer is all you can give right now,
God bless you, because prayer is the
most important gift you can give.

If you have questions, comments,
or suggestions for Chrysalis, please
contact Cathy Kelley at 989-585-3139
or cathleenbrewer@hotmail.com.

God loves you and so do we.
Mid-Michigan Chrysalis Board
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Serving the Lord in UkraineServing the Lord in UkraineServing the Lord in UkraineServing the Lord in UkraineServing the Lord in Ukraine
One of the talks in Emmaus is

“Changing Our World.” This in-
volves four fields of ministry: your-
self, others, your community, and the
world. One of the ways to reach out to
the world is through missions. This
summer I served on a short-term mis-
sion trip to Ukraine. I would like to
share my experience. If you get the
chance to serve in a similar way, and
God directs you, jump at the chance.
You will be extremely blessed.

The organization we went with is
Master Provisions. We were part of a
team of 63 people. After four days of
travel, we prepared and recuperated
for two days in a camp on the Black
Sea. We separated into smaller groups
to go to different villages. Our group of
seven went to the small village of
Beligorsk. Working with a local
church and three interpreters, we
helped put on a Bible school.

In Ukraine, it is hard to find things
for children. Once or twice, we saw
playground equipment that looked
like it was 50 years old. The little girl
in our host home didn’t have toys. Her
cat was her toy. As you can imagine, a
Bible school would be a really big deal
under these conditions. It took very
little to make the kids happy.

God worked in and through us. He
helped us teach the children in a fun
way. Most were attentive. Some
wanted to talk about their decision for
Christ, and the church people with
the interpreters helped us do that. Be-
cause the Bible school was held in a
courtyard, parents and people on the
street observed and listened. We had
opportunities to talk with and pray for

adults because of this.
We were very blessed by the love

extended to us from the Ukrainian
Christians. They shared in our minis-
try and served us in practical ways. It
broke our hearts to see how caring and
kind they were when they had less
than we did. It was also humbling to
hear of their physical and spiritual
struggles. When they shared some of
these things, I felt inadequate. I
haven’t struggled like that. Who am I
to give advice? All I could do is en-
courage them with God’s love and di-
rection. I shared hugs and tears and
did a lot of praying.

With the adults, I felt like
my ministry was encourage-
ment more than anything.
They’ve seen hardships, and
their faith is strong. These
Christians needed a boost of
energy and reminders that
God knows and cares. They
needed hope. This made me
realize how blessed we are to
have many Christians in our
community. In Ukraine, it is much
harder to find true Christians for your
support system. Let me encourage you
to thank God for Christian support and
appreciate the fellowship you have. It’s
a blessing.

We were also blessed by our team
members and their support. Some of
us, like my son Randy and I, dealt
with lost luggage. Team members
came through with needed supplies.
Through many difficulties, our spirits
stayed positive, and we kept each
other going with the right attitude.
Even when ten of the group caught a
virus on our way home, we found
ways to laugh, get rest, share medica-
tions, encourage one another, and see

the sights anyway. God is so good!
After leaving our village, we spent a

day with the other groups where they
were ministering, and we got to visit
an orphanage for handicapped chil-
dren. Randy described it as bitter-
sweet. On one hand, it took so little to
make the children happy, like blow-
ing bubbles or throwing a frisbee. On
the other hand, it was sad to see their
physical struggles and lack of a family
home. We only had one hour to play
and bring joy that day. I hope they will
run a Bible school there next time so
their hearts can be ministered to. Pray
for that. It would take a special team
and a willingness by the children’s
home to allow that to happen.

On the plane ride home, my devo-
tion was on the Beatitudes. (Matthew
5:1–12) After my experiences, I see
these verses in a new light. Verses 3, 4,
6, 10, and 11 talk about struggles that
result in blessings. I saw this in
Ukraine. Don’t ever be sorry about tri-
als. These are the times that God gets

our attention and blesses us
the most. Verses 5, 7, 8, and 9
talk about personal charac-
teristics that can be used to
bless others. We all have
God-given talents and char-
acteristics that can be used to
bring glory to God, whether
it be half-way around the
world or right in our back-
yard. No longer will I say
others are more talented. If

God directs me, He will give me what
is necessary. He will be glorified, and I
will be blessed, too. We all have a
unique purpose in the quest to reveal
God’s Glory to the world. Praise God!
SLAVA BOGU!

I know others in Mid-Michigan
Emmaus who have been on mission
trips. It is interesting and encouraging
to hear how God works through mis-
sions. Let me encourage you to share
your experience in “Going Fourth” so
we all can hear about the blessings,
pray for future trips, and be encour-
aged to serve in this field of ministry.

God Loves You and So Do I,
—Mary Wheeler
MME Walk #32

Christians of the church that used to be
Muslim visited with us and shared their
struggles.

Our friend Luda supplied a hot shower and
asked us to pray for her.

Children at the
home loved to get
their picture taken!
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As I am sure many of you disap-
pointed Emmaus/Chrysalis

people know, both the boys and girls
summer Chrysalis flights were can-
celed due to lack of caterpillars. I
serve on the Chrysalis board and at
the last board meeting we abandoned
our agenda to talk about what needs to
change to make Chrysalis successful
again.

Obviously, the main problem
within Chrysalis that is hindering the
prosperity of the movement is out-
reach. Butterflies, maybe there are
friends or relatives of yours that could
greatly benefit from Chrysalis just like
you did. Think! A wonderful opportu-
nity awaits your teen friends, and
what a superb way to serve God by
lighting the fire in your friends’ hearts
for Jesus! I know that many teens are
extremely busy, but take some time to
think about possible caterpillars and
make the effort to be their sponsor.

Emmaus adults, maybe you don’t
know enough about Chrysalis to real-
ize that someone in your life is eligible
to be a caterpillar. Chrysalis is for
teens that are entering the tenth grade
through their freshmen year in col-

lege. Like Emmaus, Chrysalis is a re-
treat for Christians that is designed to
strengthen relationships with God so
that when a “caterpillar” transforms
into a “butterfly” they may be an awe-
some witness to the world and for
Christ. Do you remember when you
completed your walk? Invite a teen to
attend Chrysalis, and they can experi-
ence the same feeling you did.

Like Emmaus, butterflies are en-
couraged to attend a reunion group so
that they stay in step with God. Maybe
some of you Chrysalis butterflies do
not have reunion groups and your re-
lationship with God is suffering be-
cause of that. I encourage you to join
or form a reunion group. It doesn’t
have to be with the butterflies of your
weekend or even people from Chrysa-
lis. You can meet on your own sched-
ule with your friends. That way you
won’t stutter in your walk with Christ.

So, please pray for Chrysalis and
reach out to the people you know to
become caterpillars. It means a lot to
the movement and it will mean a lot to
them. God Loves You and So Do I, —

—Alissa Hooper
MMC Flight #18

RRRRReach Out to Peach Out to Peach Out to Peach Out to Peach Out to Potential Butterfliesotential Butterfliesotential Butterfliesotential Butterfliesotential Butterflies

Think and PThink and PThink and PThink and PThink and Pray Before Yray Before Yray Before Yray Before Yray Before You Sponsorou Sponsorou Sponsorou Sponsorou Sponsor

Chapter 3 of The Upper Room
Handbook on Emmaus, one of the

documents that define the Emmaus
model, asks: Why do we sponsor? I
have heard many reasons:
• Emmaus would really help them.
• They need Emmaus to deal with

their personal problems.
• They don’t know enough about God.
• They need to go to church more.
• They need to get their life together.
These may be good reasons for prayer,
spiritual counseling, or just being a
Christian friend, but none of them are
reasons to attend an Emmaus Walk.

The purpose of Emmaus is to renew
the church as the body of the risen
Christ in the world through the re-
newal of Christians as faithful and
committed disciples of Jesus Christ—
to build leaders for the church.

Now I admit that Walk to Emmaus
has helped me become a better per-

son, not just a better church leader.
But we do people we seek to sponsor
(and the Emmaus movement) a disser-
vice when we do not take sponsorship
seriously. Here are a few questions to
ask yourself before you ask someone
to go on a walk.
• How long have I prayed for and

about this person before I talk to
them?

• Do I have direction from God?
• Have I been untruthful in anything I

have said to this person to get them
to agree to go?

• Can this person physically and emo-
tionally handle a walk?

Now please, before you hang me, let
me explain. In the past we have had
pilgrims who have had physical chal-
lenges: cancer, disabilities, illnesses.
None of these is in itself a reason not
to sponsor. What you need to ask is,
are they willing to assist the team in

their limitation? Will they monitor
their health to assist the team? Do they
keep themselves as healthy as pos-
sible on the walk so that they can par-
ticipate to the fullness of their
limitation? Will the building allow
full participation in the walk? (Some
do, some don’t. Ask the registrar if
you’re unsure.) Also be aware of emo-
tional challenges. For example, a per-
son going through a life crisis should
not take a walk. Help them seek the
help they need to get through the cri-
sis first, so that when they do take an
Emmaus Walk they can devote their
self fully to the weekend.
• Have I explained the purpose of the

weekend? (To develop Christian
leaders)

• Do I understand the “equal commit-
ment rule”?

This means that if you talk to a mar-
ried person about attending an
Emmaus Walk, you should talk to
both spouses about the opportunity.
From the Handbook: “The Walk to
Emmaus should not become a divisive
influence in a marriage. Disregard for
the rule may not result in marital ten-
sions. But the Emmaus Movement at-
tempts to strengthen marriages and to
avoid practices that may have the po-
tential to affect a marriage adversely.”
This rule is important wisdom, but
not law.
• Have I told them everything they

need to feel comfortable going away
for the weekend?

Remember, in Emmaus there are no
secrets! (Except maybe which table
gets picked first for meals. And if you
ask nicely, I’ll tell you that one, too.)

When you took your Emmaus Walk
you received a paper titled “Sponsor-
ship: the Most Important Job of All” in
your take-home packet. Before you
talk to someone about Emmaus, re-
read that. If you need a copy let me
know. Sponsorship is the most impor-
tant job, and that’s why there are
guidelines. So please take a few min-
utes to read, and then take lots of time
in prayer. God knows who you are to
sponsor next.

GLYASDI
—Lisa Kelley

Community training chair



Going Fourth October/November/December 2007

– 6 –

Mid-Michigan Emmaus Community
P.O. Box 1024
Midland, MI 48641-1024

Going Fourth is published six times a year for the Mid-Michigan Emmaus and
Chrysalis communities. It is intended to inform, encourage, and inspire members of
those communities to live lives of true Christian piety, study, and action. Comments,
articles, or story ideas can be directed to the editor, Jim Birch, at 989-835-2856 or
james.birch@editech-mi.com. Going Fourth accepts articles by e-mail (preferred),
diskette, CD, or regular mail at P.O. Box 1024, Midland MI 48641-1024.

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 335

Midland, MI

Annual PAnnual PAnnual PAnnual PAnnual Picnic and Gatheringsicnic and Gatheringsicnic and Gatheringsicnic and Gatheringsicnic and Gatherings

This year the annual Mid-Michigan
Emmaus picnic was held at beau-

tiful Bay Shore Camp in Sebewaing.
We started the afternoon with a pot-
luck/cookout, and afterwards
Cathleen Kelly shared from her heart
about Chrysalis. Pastor Lynn Chappell
gave a brief meditation using corn on
the cob to illustrate his point, and
then we shared in Holy Communion.
Mike Coffey, the new camp director,
and his wife joined us to meet their

new Emmaus family. They recently
relocated to serve at Bay Shore Camp.
Almost everyone joined in a game of
putt-putt golf on the Bible-themed
course. The evening ended with shar-
ing around the camp fire, and four
families camped overnight. Wendy
Orzel led a small, intimate worship
service the next morning in the ga-
zebo. That was really special.

There have been many special
times and great fellowship at the
monthly gatherings in the past few

months. One thing that stands out to
me is that the presence of God has
been the center of all the fun and shar-
ing. I hope you will consider joining
us in the near future to add your spe-
cial gifts to make the gathering com-
plete and honor the Lord as One Body
in Christ.

The upcoming gatherings are:
• November 3 – 4:00 p.m. at Gladwin:

First UMC
• December 7 – 6:00 p.m. at Sanford

UMC (pot luck/Christmas party)
On January 12, 2008, will be the Win-
ter BLAST, which will include com-
munity training for everyone in the
Mid-Michigan Emmaus community.
Reserve this date on your new 2008
calendar now!

Serving in Christ,
—Karen Emery

Gatherings chair

TTTTTeam Selection Needs Yeam Selection Needs Yeam Selection Needs Yeam Selection Needs Yeam Selection Needs Yououououou

The team selection process is just
beginning for the spring walks.

Remember the servants who made
your walk special? From the prayer
vigil, the kitchen, snack, and agape
teams, to the auxiliary team—who
posted cartoons, refilled water pitch-
ers, and every and anything else in be-
tween. What about table leaders and
assistants? Music leaders? We are all
called to be servants as the hands and
feet of Christ. Get out the volunteer in-
formation form from your pilgrim
packet or download one from the web
site. Complete it and send it in.

I pray that you will find a way to
bless the upcoming pilgrims. Even if
you can’t work these walks, send in
that form. Also, pray for the team se-
lection committee, lay directors, spiri-
tual directors, board representatives,
and pilgrims. Help provide snack and
gift agape and come to candlelight to
show your support. There are many,
many ways to show God’s love.

So step out, step up, and show
God’s love to the world.

De Colores!
—Kim Cronkright

Team selection chair


